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“When I finally got into contact with Mari two days ago, she told me how she witnessed a 

neighbor try to hold onto a post to stop from being swept away. The post broke, and 

the woman disappeared in the water. She hasn't been found yet.” Aftershocks: Stories 

from the Japanese Earthquake is an engaging collection of worldwide reactions to the 

earthquake and tsunami that struck Japan on March 11, 2011 at 2:46 Japan Standard 

Time. 

Aftershocks was written as a record of the disaster that befell Japan. The 

anonymous editor known as “Our Man in Abiko,” frustrated that he didn't have the 

abilities most needed for relief efforts, instead reached out with a message on Twitter 

- “If everyone wrote 250 words[...]or submitted their favorite (original) tweets, pics 

or artwork, I could edit, publish it in days.” Aftershocks was published as a 

collaborative work with a team of more than 100 translators, editors, illustrators, 

designers, as well as professional and citizen journalists (most of whom had never 

met) to provide relief for the survivors. The idea, which was conceived on March 18th, 

was completed on March 25th. Profits from Aftershock were donated to the Japanese 

Red Cross and the book was first released as a free e-book for quick distribution across the internet, with 

donations made possible on the Red Cross Website.  

The stories begin with a photograph of a young girl sitting on a sidewalk and crying in a worn-out 

despair after learning her entire family has been lost. Stories titles such 

as Disappeared, Birthday, Decisions and Alivecapture the reader's curiosity and will keep you moving through 

this book. During the disaster, concerned friends and family worldwide stayed glued to their Twitter and 

Facebook accounts for days desperately trying to contact friends and family in Japan: “It was unsettling 

reading friends' posts that said things like, 'Where are you?' 'Did you get the kids?' and, 'Trains stopped. 

Walking home. I should be there in seven hours.'” Many points of view are presented with firsthand accounts of 

the disaster, Japanese residents living away from the epicenter, and reactions from worldwide. It's not all 

gloom, though, and there are encouraging stories of hope despite the immediate chaos. Illustrations and 

photographs are also included throughout the book. 

For those of us living abroad or in immediately unaffected areas of Japan, it is easy to forget the people who 
experienced great loss and distress in this disaster. On the one-year anniversary of the Tohoku Earthquake and Tsunami, 
I would recommend everyone buy a copy of this book to remember Japan and the many people who still have no homes, 
businesses, or missing friends and family members who were never found. Like me, the reader may find themselves 
reading this entire book in one sitting. 
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