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Witness: Disaster in Japan (National Geographic) and Japan’s Killer Quake (NOVA/PBS) are two 

great videos that, together, provide a balanced view of the first few days of the 2011 Japan Earthquake. With 

plenty of amateur and news footage, as well as scientific exposition about how earthquakes and tsunamis work, 

these videos provide an informative and moving overview of the first few days of the Japanese earthquake. 

Witness: Disaster in Japan is almost entirely amateur and news footage, with little exposition; there is 

dialogue from the videographers, however. There are many dramatic amateur clips of the earthquake as it was 

occurring from many parts of Japan. Many of these clips are from residents of Tokyo, 

but other areas are included as well. Video clips displaying the ground splitting, with 

ground water shooting up belching out from them, gives an idea of how powerful the 

earthquake was even many miles from the epicenter. 

Japan's Killer Quake from NOVA does include amateur and news footage, but 

presents the issue with scientific exposition. Guest speakers in the fields of nuclear 

physics, oceanography, and geophysics provide explanation along with the footage to 

explain how earthquakes and tsunamis work, as well as a basic explanation of the chain of events that led to the 

failure of the Fukushima nuclear power plant. Being able to understand why various areas of Japan were 

affected differently because of various geographical features was also a very interesting insight. 

For those who would like to remember last year’s triple disaster in Japan, or were not 

able to learn about it at the time, these two DVDs provide a great overview of the 

disasters from multiple perspectives. For someone like me, who was far away from the 

disasters when they hit, these videos provide a astonishing glimpse by firsthand 

accounts. Viewers will be left with a sense of how powerful the earth can be when these 

types of events occur and find themselves stirred by the combination of devastation, 

community, and humanity captured in these powerful videos. 

 

Witness: Disaster in Japan [National Geographic]: 
Format: NTSC 
Language: English with Japanese audio 
Region: All Regions 
DVD Release Date: June 17, 2011 
Run Time: 45 minutes 
Price: $19.95; also available in iTunes store 
 
Japan's Killer Quake [NOVA/PBS]: 
Format: Color, DVD, NTSC 
Language: English with Japanese audio 
Region: Region 1 (U.S. and Canada only) 
DVD Release Date: May 24, 2011 
Run Time: 60 minutes 
Price: $19.99; also available in iTunes store 


